House Study Bill 586 - Introduced

SENATE/HOUSE FILE

BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE/UTILITIES DIVISION
BILL)

A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to matters under the purview of the utilities
2 division of the department of commerce.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 476.1D, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code
2014, is amended by striking the paragraph.

Sec. 2. Section 476.1D, subsection 2, Code 2014, is amended
to read as follows:

2. =®  ded—i ] . 1 B e
deregulation Derequlation of a service or facility for
a utility is effective only after a finding of effective

competition by the board.

Sec. 3. Section 476.3, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 2014,
is amended by striking the paragraph.

Sec. 4. Section 476.5, Code 2014, is amended to read as
follows:

476.5 Adherence to schedules —disecounts.

No public utility subject to rate regulation shall directly
or indirectly charge a greater or less compensation for its
services than that prescribed in its tariffs, and no such
public utility shall make or grant any unreasonable preferences
or advantages as to rates or services to any person or subject

any person to any unreasonable prejudice or disadvantage.
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Sec. 5. Section 476.6, subsection 9, Code 2014, is amended

by striking the subsection.

Sec. 6. Section 476.29, subsection 15, Code 2014, is amended
by striking the subsection.

Sec. 7. Section 476.96, Code 2014, is amended to read as
follows:

476.96 Definitions.

As used in seetion—476-95—this—seetion;—and sections
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476-97—through—476-302 476.100 and 476.101, unless the context

otherwise requires:
] 5 \\9 . . E . . ’” . J g | . . .

3+~ 1. “Competitive local exchange service provider” means

any person, including a municipal utility, that provides local
exchange services, other than a local exchange carrier or a
nonrate-regulated wireline provider of local exchange services
under an authorized certificate of public convenience and
necessity within a specific geographic area described in maps
filed with and approved by the board as of September 30, 1992.
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5+ 2. TLocal exchange carrier” means any person that was

the incumbent and historical rate-regulated wireline provider
of local exchange services or any successor to such person
that provides local exchange services under an authorized
certificate of public convenience and necessity within a
specific geographic area described in maps filed with and
approved by the board as of September 30, 1992.

66— Nonbasic communications—services—means—att
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Sec. 8. Section 476.101, subsections 4, 5, and 6, Code 2014,
are amended by striking the subsections.

Sec. 9. Section 476.101, subsection 8, Code 2014, is amended
to read as follows:

8. Any person may file a written complaint with the
board requesting the board to determine compliance by a
local exchange carrier with the provisions of sections
476.96 threuwgh and 476.100, 476.102, and this section, or any
board rules implementing those sections. Upon the filing
of such complaint, the board may promptly initiate a formal
complaint proceeding and give notice of the proceeding and the
opportunity for hearing. The formal complaint proceeding may
be initiated at any time by the board on its own motion. The
board shall render a decision in the proceeding within ninety
days after the date the written complaint was filed.

Sec. 10. REPEAL. Sections 476.4A, 476.97, and 476.99, Code
2014, are repealed.

EXPLANATION

The inclusion of this explanation does not constitute agreement with
the explanation’s substance by the members of the general assembly.

This bill relates to matters under the purview of the
utilities division of the department of commerce, and is
primarily focused on the removal of specified outdated or
obsolete provisions.

The bill eliminates provisions contained in Code sections
476.1D and 476.97 which provided for the retail rate-regulation
or price regulation of telephone local exchange services and
the discontinuance of retail rate regulation on a gradual
basis.

The bill also eliminates a provision which authorizes
an exemption from tariff filing requirements for telephone
utilities for certain specific services which are no longer
being offered. Additionally, the bill eliminates a provision
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permitting telephone utilities to offer discounted service
either without charge or at a discounted rate to specified
active or retired officers, directors, or employees consistent
with the fact that retail rate regulation is no longer being
undertaken. A provision permitting the Iowa utilities board to
approve a schedule of rate levels for regulated communications
services is similarly eliminated. The bill also eliminates an
outdated provision requiring the board to provide a written
report to the general assembly no later than January 20, 2005,
describing the current status of local telephone service in
Iowa.

The bill deletes definitions contained in Code section
476.96 which are referenced in Code sections repealed by the
bill. The bill additionally eliminates outdated provisions in
Code section 476.101 relating to rulemaking in 1995 which was
not undertaken, requiring tariffs or price lists to be filed
by incumbent local exchange carriers which were superseded by
federal law, and applying to contested cases pending as of July
1, 1995, which have all been completed.
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